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Squirrel sayS 


Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


card. nic! 
If you haven't got yON 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
Price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Weasel and Measly are 
giving the twins a lesson 
in rat catching. HOW TO DRAW 

This easy-going terrapin 
once saved the weasel 
twins from drowning. 


ALL ABOUT...Platypuses 
These odd mammals look 
like they are made from 
bits of other animals! SECRET WORLD OF... 
Tasmania 

CHRONICLE 56 Ferocious Tasmanian devils 
Owl finds some fish that like —_ live on this cool, damp 


to discuss the weather! island near Australia. 


DISCOVERING NATURE PUZZLE IT OUT 

Imagine yourself stranded Some pieces have fallen out 
on a desert island and play of Owl's concrete overcoat. 
the Castaway game. Can you put them back in? 
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Free of her concrete overcoat, it didn’t take Owl 
long to regain her strength. Soon she was well 
enough to set off for White Deer Park. Flying 
through the sky with Hollow, she spotted her 
old friend the moth-eaten rook in a tree. 


“ 


STE LEN 
TARE 


“My own sweet Owl,” he cried, “you’ve come 


back to me. I love you!” Hollow was horrified. 
“My wife was killed in the hurricane,” the 
rook continued, “so now I’m free and we can 
live together forever, blissfully happy!” 


“Tm going to knock him out of this tree!” 
exclaimed Hollow, putting his wing around 
Owl to shelter her. “He’s quite harmless,” 
replied Owl, trying to calm her mate down. 
“It’s just he has a thing about owls.” 


“Yes, of course,” agreed Owl, ready to leave. 
“Whenever I hear a rook caw, I will think 
of you.” “Oh what a beautiful thing to say,” 
replied the rook, watching, with tears in his 
eyes, as the two birds took to the sky. 


Owl was interrupted by a baby bird crying in 
its nest. The moth-eaten rook looked over at it. 
“Unfortunately, I have a new responsibility 
which prevents me from flying away with you,” 
he said soberly, “this poor, orphaned rook.” 


Meanwhile, the weasel family had already 
reached White Deer Park. They crawled 
under the fence and strode merrily along, 
soon bumping into Dash. Weasel introduced 
the twins to her. 


“Bunny rabbit!” yelled Fido, running up to the 
startled hare. He was quickly joined by Cleo 
and the two of them began to tug at Dash’s 
ears. Coming to her senses, Dash shook the 
twins off and bounded towards Fox’s den. 


The family were at the pond. “This is White 
Deer Park,” announced Weasel to the twins, 
not noticing the group of animals forming 
behind her. “It’s so good to see you!” cried 
Vixen. The weasels turned around, shocked. 


“Guess what?” she exclaimed at a tired Fox 
and Vixen. “Weasels!” “Not our weasels?” said 
Fox half asleep. Dash nodded. Fox jumped 
up. “This really is wonderful news,” he cried, 
setting off with Vixen to look for them. 


WX UY 
Then Whistler crashed into the water, 
“What kind of welcome do you call this?” 
screeched Weasel, drenched. “I do apologize,” 


replied Whistler, suddenly realizing who he 
was talking to. The twins just stared at him. 


“Oh, the little ones,” continued Vixen, 
“they’re so weasely!” “Thank you,” replied 
Weasel, “they take after me. They’re not at 
all like Measly.” Vixen walked over to Fido 
and licked his back. Fido was not impressed. 


Fox then began to speak. “Measly, my frien a” 
he said, his voice trembling with emotion, 
“you're here at last. And just in time, We have 
never needed you more.” The other animals 
nodded in agreement. 


eT Se 


“Me?” yelped Measly, worried about what 
Fox wanted him to do. “Needed? Ooooh! What 
for?” “You see, Measly,” continued Fox, “since 
you went away, White Deer Park has become 
overrun with rats.” 


Weasel, however, wasn’t. “We didn’t come all 
this way to fight your battles,” she screeched. 
“We’re home now and we’re going to bring up 
our little ones in peace and quiet.” 


VA 


Measly felt guilty. “We didn’t say we wouldn’t 
help,” he stuttered. “Yes we did,” retorted 
Weasel, sticking her nose into his face. The 
two of them continued arguing to one side. 


“We’ve been fighting them,” added Charmer. 
“Yes,” said Fox soberly, “but we can never 
kill enough.” Vixen interrupted them. “But 
now you're here!” she exclaimed. Measly was 
at a loss for words. 


wi 


“There'll be no peace and quiet,” snapped Fox 
angrily, “not with the rats here. No life at all. I 
thought you would help in our struggle against 
them. It seems I was wrong.” 


A few minutes later, the weasels rejoined the 
group. They announced they would kill some 

rats and everyone cheered. “Welcome home!” 
cried Toad. “It wasn’t the same without you!” 


Next week: An old friend. 


66Hi! I'm Ruffed lemur. You can easily recognize 
me by my fox-like face and the distinctive black 
and white pattern on my coat. We lemurs are 
primates, just like our distant cousins, monkeys 
and apes. However, unlike our widespread relatives, 
you will only find us lemurs on the island of 
Madagascar, off the east coast of Africa. We live 
in many habitats in Madagascar, from rainforest to 
dry, thorny scrubland. Today, there are about 30 
known species of lemur divided into four separate 
families. We range in size from the small dwarf 
lemurs, which are about as big as squirrels, to the 
Indri, which is roughly the size of a small child. 
Most of us are about the size of cats — that’s not 
counting our tails, of course, which in some cases 
can be longer than our bodies. In prehistoric times, 
there were many more species of lemur and some of 
my ancestors were as big as gorillas!99 


My tiny relatives, the mouse lemurs, 
are the smallest of all of us. They 
belong to the dwarf lemur family and 
can weigh as little as 55g. Mouse 
lemurs spend their time in the trees 
and are active at night, feeding on 
fruit, insects and small animals such 
as chameleons. Although they live 
together in breeding groups, the 
males keep their distance from the 
females and the young. At night 
each member of the group sets off 
alone to feed. Some species, such 
as this Brown lesser mouse lemur, 
store fat in their bodies to prepare 
for Madagascar’s dry season, when 
their food becomes scarcer. During 
this time they hibernate in nests 
made of leaves and live off their 
reserves until the rains begin again. 


Although my cousin, 
Ring-tailed lemur, spends 
time on the ground, the 
other members of my family, 
including myself, are most 
at home in the trees and 
we are well equipped for 
climbing. Have you ever 
tried to hang on toa 
branch? We lemurs grab 
on just like you humans - 
that’s because, like you, we 
have opposable thumbs. 
This means we can bend 
our thumbs round, making 
our hands very flexible and 
allowing us to grip tightly. 
Most of us, including this 
Sifaka, also have long tails 
which help us to balance as 
we leap through the trees. 


When it comes to breeding, there’s 
no hard and fast rule for we lemurs. 
Dwarf lemurs produce two to four 
babies at a time while the larger 
species usually have a single baby 
or sometimes twins. Unlike dwarf 
lemur babies, which are born blind 
and with no fur, the Ring-tailed lemur 
appears with its eyes open and fully 
furred. For the first few weeks of its 
life, it clings to its mother’s belly 

but then it climbs on to her back 
and rides around while she looks 

for food. In contrast, we Ruffed 
lemurs usually leave our young 
babies behind in a nest of sticks 
while we are out foraging. At first, 
baby lemurs feed on their mother’s 
milk but gradually they move on to 

a fruit and insect diet. In the smaller 
species, such as the mouse lemurs, 
the babies are independent within a 
few months, but my largest relative, 
the Indri, doesn’t leave its mother 
until it is three years old. The female 
Indri only gives birth every two or 
three years and both parents help to 
raise their young. In the other species, 
males don’t help out at all. 


All About... 


Lemurs in danger 


66When humans first arrived on 
the island of Madagascar about 
2000 years ago, there were at least 
45 species of lemur. Since then 15 
species have become extinct. This 
is due to the ongoing destruction 
of Madagascar’s forests.99 


Madagascar’s forests can still hold 
secrets. In 1987 a new species of lemur, 
called the Golden Bamboo lemur, was 
discovered. It got its name because it 
feeds mainly on the tips of bamboo 
leaves. Although bamboo leaves are 
poisonous to many animals, they do not 
harm this type of lemur. The Golden 
bamboo lemur is thought to be very rare. 
If it isn’t given proper protection it could 
become extinct within just a few years 
of its discovery. 


The Indri stands over a metre tall, but unlike 
most lemurs, it only has a short stump for a 
tail. It lives in small family groups of two to 
five animals. Indris are active by day, feeding 
on leaves and clinging to trees with their 
hands and feet. They can make enormous 
leaps from one tree to another. Early in the 
morning, family groups call loudly to tell other 
groups exactly where they are. These loud 
howls can be heard several kilometres away. 
Sadly, this magnificent lemur isin danger of 
losing its home in eastern M: jascar as the, 
rainforests where it lives continue to be felled 


PECULIAR PRIMATE 

The Aye-aye is without 
doubt one of the strangest 
creatures in Madagascar. 

It has many odd features, 
such as thick, shaggy fur, 

a long, bushy tail, large eyes 
and huge, bat-like ears. Like 
rats and squirrels, it has 
chisel-shaped front teeth, 
which led some people to 
think it was a rodent. We 
now know, however, that it 
is a lemur although it has 
its own separate family. 

The Aye-aye, which is as 
big as a cat, sleeps by 

day in a nest of leaves. At 
night it comes out to feed, 
searching for grubs in rotten 
wood. It finds them by 
tapping on the wood with 
its long, thin middle finger 
and listening as they move 
about. Then it gnaws 
through the wood with its 
front teeth, sticks its finger 
in and prises the grubs out. 
In Madagascar Aye-ayes 
are feared as evil spirits 
and it is the custom to kill 
them. They also sometimes 
damage coconut plantations, 
as coconuts are another of 
their favourite foods. This 
makes them unpopular, too. 
Until recently, scientists were 
worried that the Aye-aye 
might be extinct but it is now 
known this strange-looking 
creature still survives in parts 
of eastern Madagascar. 
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Over the years) noresthan 80%of Madagascar's. © takes away all the plants which bind the olka dy 
forests have been cut downsto make land for farming keep it fertile. As a result, crops will only grow for a 
and, as the population of the country continues to while and more forest soon has to been cut down. If 
grow rapidly, the people need yet more land for their _ this continues, there will eventually be nowhere left for 
crops. The method they use to clear the forests is called the lemurs to live. Fortunately, people in Madagascar 
‘slash and burn’. As the phrase suggests, people first have realized the importance of protecting these 
cut down the trees and then set fire to the land to clear unique animals and have set up national parks and 
it. This not only removes the lemurs habitat but it also nature reserves to help look after them. 


Dear Friends! 


As usual, you've sent in some 
great things for the Gallery — 
I'm only sorry that | can't print 
everything | see. 


Joan 


PAULA WILKINSON, AGED 7, SENT IN THIS 


POEM ABOUT THE ANIMALS’ JOURNEY TO 


WHITE DEER PARK. 


The Farthing Wood animals had to leave, 

Because men were cutting down trees. 

They left one dark, cold night, 

They saw their way by the moonlight. 

Toad said, “Let’s go to White Deer Park.” 

With Toad leading the way, they set off 
in the dark. 

The journey was long, cold and wet, 

On the journey, some friends they met. 

The fox and the heron both helped out, 

“We are tired,” the mice began to shout. 


Fox and Vixen gave them a ride, 


From hunters and guns, they would hide. 
At last they got to White Deer Park, 


They stayed there forever, in light and dark. 
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Ben 1 Gartlidges zoes . 


We've got plenty 
of pictures. So how 
about sending in some 
more stories, poems, 
jokes or puzzles. 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


66The spines on my back are no 

match for those found in the spiny 

desert of Madagascar. The desert is » 
full of Didierea trees which are covered in 


sharp spines all along their branches. Madagascar, 


A } 


{is the fourth largest island in the world andthe =, 
spiny desert is on its western coast. Elsewhere ~ 
on the island you’ll come across humid rainforest, 

»* rocky mountains and grassy savannah. Today, the =) 
*- island of Madagascar lies almost 400km south-east: =» 
~” of Africa, but tens of millions of years ago it was — 

joined to the African mainland. Since it became —~ 
separated, unusual plants and animals have. / 
evolved on the island; people especially look 
out for the native lemurs and charneleons that. 

¢aren’t found anywhere else in the world.99 
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Secret World of. | f 


You should be able to spot five 
Radiated tortoises in the desert. 


The loud calls of the Sickle-billed 
vanga echo through the spiny desert - 
especially at breeding times, when 
the birds compete against each = 


OSes 
Discovering Nature 
Les 


One of the best things about flying high in the sky 

is that | can look down and see the landscape below { 

spread out like a living map. | can spot buildings, =. . 

\\ fields, gardens and roads, which all help me to work NN \ 
\\ out where I’m going. That’s what maps are all £8 ) : 


The Fossa is found only in 


a cat, it is, in fact, related to the 


mongooses that live in Africa. It is a 
carnivore (meat-eater) and uses its 


sharp teeth and claws to prey on 
lemurs, one of its favourite foods. 


The hard shell of the Radiated 
tortoise protects it from the 
thorns of the spiny desert where 
it usually lives. Unfortunately, in 
the past, this same shell made 
the tortoise a target for hunters. 
Today, trade in tortoise shells is 
illegal and the animal is mostly 
just left alone. 


Sunbathing is a favourite activity 
of this iguanid lizard, but it 
makes it easily spotted by 
predators such as snakes. Male 
lizards are even more at risk at 
breeding time when their skin 
becomes brightly 
coloured to 
attract female A 
lizards. | 
ape 


Madagascar. Although it looks like 


other to see who cancallthe _.& 
loudest. When they are LA 
not calling, you can ( 


watch these birds 
using their long, 
curved beaks to pull 
tasty insects out of 
tree trunks. 


The people of Madagascar 
i have another name for the 
Baobab trees which 
grow there. They call 
them ‘bottle trees’ 


store large amounts 

of water in their 
thick trunks. By 
storing water, they 
can survive even the driest 
spells and may live for several 
thousand years. 


Like the cactuses they resemble, Didierea trees 
can survive in very dry conditions and are the 
most common trees in Madagascar’s spiny 
desert. They are sometimes known as octopus 

trees because their long, thin 

branches reach out across 

the desert like the arms 
of an octopus. 


Verreaux’s 
sifaka, a type 


oflemur, canbe, os 
seen swinging ‘ bad 
or 4) through the branches of the 


spiny desert - although nobody is sure 
how it manages not to hurt itself on the 
thorns! Sifakas live in family groups of up 
to 12 members. They forage together for 
leaves, fruit, tree bark and flowers. 


=< about - helping you to find your way around. 


WOME-PATCN MAP 


A good way to start map-making is to 
begin by drawing and colouring a map 
of somewhere you know, such as your 
home. If it has more than one floor, do 
the upstairs and downstairs separately. 


Most maps are drawn to scale. The 


distances and shapes on the map stand 


for real distances and shapes on 
the ground — only 
everything on 
the map is 

much smaller. 
Use the squares 
on the paper to 
work out the scale 
of your map. For 
example, you could 
make one square on 
the map represent 
two walking paces 

in your house. If your 
kitchen is six walking 
paces from your front 
door, you need to draw it 
three squares away from 
the door on your map. 
Don’t forget to write the 
scale alongside your map. 


Make up symbols to 

represent important features 
you can find in your home - for 
example, doors, windows, sinks 
or beds. Draw the symbols in 
the right places on your map. 
Now you will need to draw a 
key to go with your map. 


You could label some parts of your 
map. For example, put in the names 
of different rooms. 


You will need: — 
Squared paper, ruler, . 

pencil, felt-tip pens a 
(for colouring 
your map in). 


Cut an arch shape out. : 


Sich ae FIND THE ANIMAL 


of a cardboard box to; | \9 
byes ebridde: Sy A ece\ i oma aedinen ig Compass points tell you which direction you are at the start point and, following the compass directions, 
A 3-D map works the same way as : Ae iT De eri 7 moving in and are included on most maps. The grid start drawing! Each direction has a number before it - 
a flat one but you can use small ¥ } Deon : below also has compass points marked on it. Hidden this is the number of squares you must cross on the 
models instead of drawings to F ll : in the grid is an animal you could find in Farthing grid when drawing your line. The first line has already 
< Make a hill from Wood. To find out which animal it is, put your pencil been drawn to help you. 


represent things. Makea 3-D map a tifcle orthin Gard 


of areal place, such as your street, Cut a line from the NW NE 
or use your imagination and invent éentre tothe 
somewhere new! edge and curve 
; ; round for a 
You will need: | ean | cone shape. 
large sheet of of white card (to use f ) North 
as a base), scissors, glue, coloured s/f fit a | east 
sugar paper, assorted boxes and . — ¢ 
cardboard rolls (empty cereal 
boxes, teabag boxes and the inside East 
rolls of kitchen paper are all good 
for this), paints, felt-tips. 
4 First sketch out your map on South 
the base. Mark different features on \ east 
it. Paint in flat details such as road: 
| rivers, fields-and railwayiines. 
: COMPASS 
DIRECTIONS 
1. Move 5 W 
| 2.Move1N 
3. Move 2E 
4. Move 1 NW 
5. Move 4N 
6. Move 2E 
} ; 7. Move 2N 
coloured paper or paint them. Add doors 8. Move 1 NW 
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Vv. — makes a good roundabout. | NV 13. Move 2 NE 
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Co-ordinates help you to find a place on a map. i 18. Move 1N 
Look along the bottom of this map to find the 19. Move 2 NE 
number 4. Then run your finger up the number 4 20. Move 3 E 
line, looking at the letters on the side of the map y 21. Move 2 SE 
until you reach C. You have now found the place 22. Move 1S 
with the co-ordinates 4C. } 23. —. = i 
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Weasel and Measly-lay in the meadow, listening. > 

to the sound of the stream as they basked in the . . = 

sun. Measly began to imagine what-it would be > ~ 
like to be beside the sea, watching the waves 
crashing on to the beach. 

“If we were at the seaside, we could have great 
races down a long, sandy beach,” he said, turning 
to his mate. 

“| would build a maze out of sand,” replied 
Weasel. “I’d make it really complicated and dare 


you to find your way through it to the other side.” SPOTTING STARFISH 
“We could climb up the cliff or even explore There are several starfish on the 
inside a cave,” said Measly, really letting his beach. How many can you spot? 


imagination go. 

“And have a picnic and tell each other jokes,” 
suggested Weasel. 

“Then.we could have a sleep in the sun and 
afterwards go for a swim in the sea to cool off!” 
added Measly. : 

They sat there quietly for a while, thinking of all 
the fun they could have. Then Measly said, “Oh 
well, knowing my luck, I’d probably just end up 
getting sunburnt.” 

“Trust you to spoil everything,” said Weasel — 


SAND MAZE 
Weasel has made a sand maze for 
Measly. Can you help him to find his 
way from one side to the other? 
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make sure that the lenses 

are specially made to protect 
j your eyes against ultra-violet 

A rays. And never look directly 
} into the sun. 


y Wear loose, 
light clothes to 
keep you cool. 

Also, put on a hat 

to protect your head 
from the sun. 


rink lots of 

¢ water — your 
body needs it 

in the heat. 


Why Is the 
Sea’ (est less? 


If you do get 

sunburnt, your skin 

will go red and may 
even blister. If it’s 


stay out of very bad, you might 
the sun in also get a headache, 
the middle feel sick or have 
of the day, a high or low 
ye We temperature. 

its hottest. 
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e ae aa hinvaye Bap OM the saretan (0-06 & down YOur skin~ask an adult 
i ri i 4 lotion. All lotions should have a ° 7» for’some calamine lotion. Or you could 
on a number which says how much F: \ - @ip a pad of cotton wool in cold milk or 

i -§ ie in slightly,salty cold water and hold it 
they protect you against the ‘. In, SITUA Salty 
oy big sun. The higher the number, “aS *S ze against the burnt area. If you are badly 
object, the stronger the protection. sunburnt you must see your doctor. 
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